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Next Sunday begins the journey of Holy Week with the celebration of Palms that calls to mind Jesus’ triumphal 
entry into Jerusalem. Crowds will pour forth from the city to hail his arrival, but on the opposite side of the city 
another important official will make his entry, Pilate. The Roman Governor comes to oversee the Passover 
Festival to ensure that the Jews keep their celebrations apolitical and under control. Jesus’ entry would have 
been very unnerving for Pilate; yet another Jewish man of God claiming to be a Messiah and announcing yet 
another rebellion.  It would prove to be a tumultuous week for all involved. Far from sparking a rebellion, Jesus 
would retreat into prayer, perhaps sparking Judas’ disappointment and ultimate betrayal of his savior.  
Sometime between Palm Sunday and Thursday Judas will offer to the religious leaders Jesus’ location so they 
can come and arrest him in the night. That Thursday Jesus would gather his followers in the Upper Room to 
celebrate the Passover Feast. The familiar and ancient ritual would be upended, however, as Jesus takes the 
bread, blesses it, and says, “This is my body broken for you.” In the same manner he would pour a cup of wine 
and blessing it, will say, “This is my blood, shed for you.” I imagine none understood his meaning and before 
the night was finished they would all in turn betray him — Judas with a kiss, the others by running away into 
the night.  Friday would come with its kangaroo court. The religious leaders will box Pilate into a corner, “He 
claims to be our king, but we have no king but Caesar!” They will stir the crowds to anger, who in turn will 
chant for his crucifixion. Odd, the same crowds that waved their palms in joy will shout in anger for his death. 
Pilate, being handed an excuse, will pull down the full might and authority of Rome upon Jesus’ head. He will 
be scourged and mocked, stripped and forced to carry his cross to the place of execution. There on Calvary he 
will bear the taunts of the crowds and soldiers, “If you are truly the Son of God, then come down from that 
cross!” He will lovingly arrange for the care of his mother, saying to John, “Here is your mother.” He will 
breathe his last and an earthquake will rip the temple curtain and open graves. Darkness will descend as if all 
the world was being re-created. His lifeless body will be cradled by his anguished mother. A religious leader 
will step forward to claim the body and ensure its proper burial; an audacious ask to make of Pilate who would 
rather see the condemned bodies displayed for weeks. The evening will fall and the Sabbath commence. The 
women will have to wait to anoint the body until the Sabbath is over, early on Sunday morning. The movement 
he had started is shattered, and his followers nearly all running away. Rome and the powers-that-be seemingly 
triumph again. The self-righteous will celebrate the Sabbath knowing that God is still carefully contained in that 
box of rituals and dogma they have created. This pesky peasant radical from Galilee who had such concern for 
the poor and oppressed, who ignored the Bible to embrace the unclean and the outcaste, who forgave sins and 
said God was their papa waiting on the front porch for all to come home, well, this Galilean preacher has been 
silenced. Death has spoken. Yet is it the last word?  Is it God’s final word?   
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Join us in-person or via our Livestream that is broadcast thru our Facebook Page, our website, or our YouTube Channel! 

As We Gather 

Greeting  
 As we gather may your spirit work within us 

As we gather may we glorify Your name 
Knowing well that as our hearts begin to worship 

We'll be blessed because we came 
Communal Prayer 
The Lords Prayer 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done. On Earth, as it is in Heaven. 

Give us this day, our daily bread, and forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

       

                                                                                   Praise and Worship  
 

“Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross” page 301  
      “The Old Rugged Cross” page 504  

         
We Listen for God’s Word  

A Reading from the Scriptures 
1 Corinthians 1:10-31 

Thanks be to God for the Gift of the Scriptures 
THANKS BE TO GOD! 

“The 23rd Psalm” 
Patricia Taylor 

A Video Reflection 

A Lenten Candle Ritual 

The Message                                               The Way of the Cross                                  Rev Blake A. Lasater 
                                                              “The Meaning of the Cross” 

A Time to Remember  

Remembering our Baptism 

Sharing in Holy Communion 
(if watching virtually, please have ready your bread and wine/juice in order to share with us) 

We are Sent forth to be God’s People 
The Benediction 

A Musical Benediction 

“Spirit Song”  Page 347 
First Verse & Refrain 

Janet Arnett, Lay Speaker 
Melodye Purdy, Video Production 

Jubilee Ringers conducted by Beverly Beard 
Patricia Taylor, Pianist 

The Gathering
Order of Worship



 

	

Giving
Thank you all for your faithful generosity in 2022. We have met our budget 
obligations, paid our bills, and fulfilled our ministries/missions. End of year 
giving statements were mailed in January. If you did not receive one, please let 
the office know and we will send another. I am grateful for all that you have 
given to make us who we are today!

Widow(er)s Support 
Group

Our support group for Widow(er)s meets the first and third Wednesdays 
each month at noon in the church library, as well as the 2nd Tuesday of 
each month at 5:30 pm. All are either widows or widowers sharing their 
journey and experiences, supporting one another and discussing the issues 
that widow(er)s face.  If you know of a widow(er), let them know about our 
group. No one should be left to grieve alone or be misunderstood. 

Because We Believe… racism is a rejection of the teachings of Jesus Christ, 
United Women in Faith recognize it is not enough to say we believe in 
racial justice; we must show our commitment with our actions. Commit 
with us to make a difference in changing structures and systems of violence 
that are fundamentally unacceptable to God. 

Parkinsons Support 
Group

A support group for people with Parkinsons and their Caregivers meets the 
first Wednesday of each month in the church library at 10 am. This is open 
to anyone in the community!

Caregivers Support Group meet in person each month on the second 
Tuesday at 1:00 pm in the church library. Questions? Call Peggy Way 
479.253.1583    Masks are optional. 

Caregivers Support 
Group

Holy Week Schedule
Holy Week is just a few short weeks away. Please mark your calendar for 
Maundy Thursday, a meditation on the Last Supper, as we reflect on the lives 
on the Disciples. This is a candlelight reflection. Good Friday is a prayer 
service around the cross and its meaning. Both services begin at 6 PM in the 
sanctuary. Easter Sunrise will be at 7 AM, either outside in the worship area 
or in the sanctuary depending on the weather. We will hold our Easter 
Service at 10 AM in the sanctuary. I look forward to seeing you all there! 

Ushers & Communion 
Stewards Needed

Diane Jones is putting together the schedule for Ushers & Communion 
Stewards for April - June. Each service requires six volunteers: two ushers 
and four communion stewards, your help is greatly needed. Please contact 
Diane directly to volunteer. Email: DMJ3750@cox.net or 479.363.7134. 
Thank you!

mailto:3750@cox.net


 

	

Shower/Laundry 
Ministry

Showers are available for use. This program is for any type of homeless situation 
where the client could benefit from having a shower. This helps people clean up 
so they can interview for jobs, and clean up while they are employed so they can 
keep the job.   
Help spread the word about this new ministry.  People should text “SHOWER” or 
call 479.981.1680 to schedule a shower. Our ministry team will meet them at 
church between 12 and 2 PM.

Answering the Call & 
Mobile & sheets

The United Methodist Foundation of Arkansas has awarded ATC an $18,000 
grant to continue delivering food to those in need. The Foundation is supported 
by people like you who have given money to establish an endowment that 
supports the missions and ministries of United Methodist Churches across our 
state. We are exceedingly grateful they have taken notice of our work here in our 
community providing food for those in need. If you would like to know more 
about the Foundation, please visit https://www.methodistfoundationar.org 
and begin planning your legacy that will help and inspire future generations.   

Cover Photo All the photos used are from my collection (it avoids the copyright hassle). Today’s 
photo is from Cinque Terra in Italy. A national park of five villages perched along 
the coast offering some of the most beautiful scenery you will ever experience.  

Theology on Tap
Join us this afternoon at 2:30 for a conversation about book banning. Both 
extremes are engaging in silencing voices and criminalizing librarians. 
Schools around the country have pulled books because someone deemed 
them “offensive.” Much of this intolerance is rooted in faith and we will 
talk about why this is a very dangerous issue we need to face.

Adam Hamilton’s “The Way” will be our Lenten Bible Study this year. 
Hamilton will lead us in the footsteps of Jesus as we explore the 
teachings, the work, and the mission of Jesus Christ. These will be held on 
Wednesdays at 2 PM (Taught by the pastor) and at 6 PM (taught by Janet 
Arnett) in the church library. Books may be ordered via Amazon. Click on 
this link and you will be taken directly to the book.

Lenten Bible Study

Mobile Food Pantry
The Mobile food pantry serves Carroll County residents in need of food 
staples the second Wednesday of every month. Cars start lining up at the 
church parking lot at/or before 9 am on a first come, first served basis 
until the food runs out. If you don’t have transportation, you can have a 
friend or neighbor pick up the food items for you. 

https://www.methodistfoundationar.org
https://www.amazon.com/Way-Expanded-Paperback-Walking-Footsteps/dp/1501828789/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=adam+hamilton+the+way&qid=1673289138&sr=8-1
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

26 27 28 29 30 31 1

“The Meaning of 
the Cross” 

Restorative 
Yoga 9 am 
Fellowship Hall 
All are Welcome

5:30 pm Jubilee 
Ringers Practice 

6-9 pm Ozark 
Chorale Practice

ATC 8-10 AM 
Widow(ers) lunch 
trip to Jasper 
10:30 AM 
Lenten Bible 
Study in Library       
2 pm & 6 pm

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Palm Sunday

Restorative 
Yoga 9 am 
Fellowship Hall

5:30 pm Jubilee 
Ringers Practice 

6-9 pm Ozark 
Chorale Practice

ATC 8-10 AM 
Mobile Pantry 
10-11 
Parkinsons Group  
10 AM in Library  
Widow(er)s 
Support Group 
Noon in Library 
Lenten Bible 
Study in Library       
2 pm & 6 pm

Maundy 
Thursday 

Communion      
6 PM

Good Friday 
Observance      

6 PM

9 10 12 13 14 15

Easter Sunrise  
7 AM 

Easter Services 
10 AM 

Restorative 
Yoga 9 am 
Fellowship Hall

Caregivers 
Support 1 pm in 
Library 
5:30 pm Jubilee 
Ringers Practice 
6-9 pm Ozark 
Chorale Practice

ATC 8-10 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

Resurrection & 
Reformation 
Sermon Series 
Begins 

Restorative Yoga 
9 am FHall 

Leadership 
Team Meets 6 
PM

UWF Meeting 
5:30 pm Jubilee 
Ringers Practice 
6-9 pm Ozark 
Chorale Practice

ATC 8-10 

Widow(er)s 
Support Group 
Noon in Library

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

Vespers Service 
Outdoor Worship 
Area United 
Women in Faith

Restorative 
Yoga 9 am 
Fellowship Hall

5:30 pm Jubilee 
Ringers Practice 
6-9 pm Ozark 
Chorale Practice

ATC 8-10

30 1 3 4 5 6

March
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